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Isaiah 60:1-6   Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6   Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Mammoth Cave is one of the great natural wonders of the world.   

    People travel there to marvel at the great cathedrals under the ground. 

      These caves, carved by the finger of God through little  

    rivers of  water across hundreds of thousands of year,  

never seem to disappoint the park’s visitors.   

 

Last summer when he visited us, I took Fr. Ronald,  

   the pastor of our sister parish, to see the caves. 

At one point we were standing in one of the largest caverns under the earth.   

 Illuminated by electric lights,  

   We saw the height and breadth of what could easily  

       be an underground domed stadium.   

The park ranger leading the tour asked our group to be still  

    while he turned off the lights.   

Suddenly, the entire space became completely dark 

   so dark that we couldn’t even see our hands in front of our face. 

 

After a while, the ranger flipped on the switch, the lights came on,  

   and we continued our tour of the cave.   

As we were walking I heard part of a conversation 

    between the couple in front of us,  

He said, “That was really impressive.” 

   And she replied,   “I’m just glad he knew where the switch was.”   

 

In our first reading today, the prophet Isaiah is telling us  

    that God knows where the switch is too… 

But more than that, God has thrown the switch  

   so that we don’t have to live in darkness any longer. 

 

The wise men in our Gospel story tell us that they recognized the light. 

   They too knew they did not have to live in darkness any longer. 

As if on a mission, they follow this bright, shining star  

   they had seen in the sky,  

      believing that it announced something new was taking place on the earth.   

And indeed it was…and indeed it was new. 

   The Word became flesh and made his camp, pitched his tent, among us. 

 



In the same way, years after our Lord’s life, death, and resurrection,  

  Paul writes to the Christians in Ephesus,  

     telling them that the shining of God’s love knows no boundaries.   

 

Paul tells the Church that the light did not come only for the Jews,  

   but for all people.  

      The Gentiles are now “coheirs, members of the same body, and  

          copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” 

 

What does this mean to us? 

    It means we have to think twice  

        before we say that someone doesn’t belong. 

    It means we have to think twice before we say someone isn’t worthy  

        to sit at the table. 

The light shining forth is the light of God’s love  

    and it shines for everyone, everywhere. 

 

Today’s feast is an opportunity then to broaden our horizons, 

   to expand our thoughts about who we include and who we exclude, 

      No matter how justified we think the reason.  

 

This theme of “inviting everyone in” and “leaving no one out” 

    is one of the great themes of Pope Francis:  

In Joy of the Gospel he writes: 
 

When we adopt a pastoral goal and a missionary style 
which would actually reach everyone without 
exception or exclusion, the message has to 
concentrate on the essentials, on what is most 
beautiful, most grand, most appealing and at the same 
time most necessary. #35 

 

And what Pope Francis is saying is that too often we have been a Church  

   of those included and those kept out,  

     but now we must be a Church that invites everyone in. 

But more than that each of us need to be witnesses and examples  

   of that kind of inclusive love.  

 

The wise men and their gifts give us a nice story. 

    But if we were to only remember them this day,  

       we would miss the point. 



Today is not only about them…not even primarily about them 

   Today is still about the birth of the Christ. 

       Today is still about the light shining in the darkness 

 

And when Pope Francis talks about inviting and including all  

    he is actually only giving words 

      to what Jesus did time and time again in his ministry. 

Over and over again…Jesus went to those who were on the outside  

 the poor, the sick, the lepers, those divorced and remarried (remember the 

     woman at the well),  those tormented by demons, 

   and invited them to come inside. 

 

Don’t you think that if Jesus did this  

  it might be a good thing for us to do it too? 

 

This Feast of the Epiphany then reminds us  

   that we have received the gift of light in Jesus 

      who is God from God, light from light, true God from true God. 

 

But it also reminds us that we must be bearers of that same light. 

   It is not enough to believe Jesus is the light  

      if we do not become that light for others. 

 

The good news today is that now we too know where the switch is. 

   It’s there in the manger. 

The good news today is that we too know how to change  

   the darkness into light. 

      We do that by conforming our life to His. 

 
  


